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Cowboys Stadium and Hellas Roll-Up Turf Field Prove Themselves Sports-Worthy 

----- 

 “Football” has officially started at Cowboys Stadium Where Mexico Beats Haiti 4-0 and Costa 

Rica beats Guadeloupe 5-1. Football? 

 

 

ARLINGTON, TX  (July 20, 2009)—Sound a little strange? The first football games at Cowboys 

Stadium were not American football, but the world’s football…soccer. Mexico beat Haiti 4-0 

and Costa Rica beat Guadeloupe 5-1 in the CONCACAF Gold Cup Quarterfinal matches held at 

the new Cowboys Stadium in Arlington on Sunday, July 19
th

. These matches were the first 

sporting events held at Cowboys Stadium, and the first showcase of how the stadium and its 

interchangeable turf system will work for much more than just Dallas Cowboys football games.  

 

82,252 fans attended the games—the third largest for a Gold Cup game in the U.S. and the 

largest soccer crowd ever in Texas. The new Cowboys Stadium is not only going to be one of the 

greatest stadiums ever built for American football, but thanks to the innovative turf system, it 

will be one of the best stadiums for soccer as well. Hellas Construction of Austin installed the 

removable turf system at Cowboys Stadium, the first three-field conversion turf system in the 

United States. The “roll-up” turf system can easily transform the playing surface, depending 

upon the scheduled event—from football, to soccer, to concerts or other events. 

 

“We have a lot of different types of events already scheduled, so having the flexibility to change 

the field is very important to us,” said Jack Hill, General Manager of Cowboys Stadium. “It is a 

one-of-a-kind, and adds another first to not only the largest stadium in the nation, but the most 

unique.” 

 

“The technology is quite unique,” said Reed J. Seaton, President and CEO of Hellas 

Construction. “It allows the stadium to convert from pro football to college football to soccer or 

lacrosse in a relatively short period of time, so they can host any kind of sporting event and give 

the uniqueness of the kind of synthetic turf they want to play on.” 

 

It is critical to quickly transform the field into various event configurations. The patented 

SoftTop™ Removable System from Sportfield™, the same company that manufactured the turf 



  

at the old Dallas Cowboys’ stadium, Texas Stadium, is made of interchangeable panels that make 

up three different fields. The field can be converted within 24 hours, and when not used, the 

panels are rolled-up and stored below the stadium. The SoftTop™ system is composed of 

Matrix™ turf, a monofilament spinneret yarn made up of different sizes and colors. This 

configuration creates the best traction and stability possible. It even helps to provide excellent 

light deflection under the stadium lights. The field has gone through extensive testing to 

guarantee its durability. So even with its flexibility, the system is built to last. 

 

Find more information on the SoftTop™ Removable System at 

http://www.dallascowboysturf.com. On the site you will see three different fields available at the 

new stadium, as well as video and sound bites from Hellas and Dallas Cowboys leadership. 

 

About Hellas Construction, Inc. 

Headquartered in Austin, Texas, Hellas Construction is one of the largest sports and surfacing 

contractors in the United States. The company specializes in the general construction of sports 

facilities and synthetic turf installation. Current clients include the Alamodome in San Antonio, 

Northern Arizona University, University of Idaho, Texas Stadium and numerous stadiums across 

the Southwest. For more information visit www.hellasconstruction.com. 

 

About Sportfield, LLC 

Austin, Texas-based Sportfield™ is a product development company of synthetic turf. The 

company provides customized field products to the growing synthetic turf market throughout the 

United States. Sportfield™ is recognized for developing and producing turf products that feature 

the highest grade of playability, environmental considerations, durability and aesthetics. All of 

its customized products are installed and converted by Hellas Construction, also of Austin, 

Texas. For more information, visit www.sportfield.com. 
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